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* OK Tllii AhGUS. 

TO THE PEOPLE Or THE UNITED STATES. 

Concerning neutral commerce, and further 
justification of the executive relat- 

ing to late events. 
IT is understood that some readers of 

the preceding essays will be well pleased 
to see some remarks concerning neuirai 
commerce, or rattier that species of con-1 
cealed and clandestine traffic which has 
been latelycarrieJ on between the colonies 
of one of ihe belligerent nations, diredlly 
or indireclly, and the nation to which they I 
belong. I he elaborate discussions which 
liutre appeared in the public prints, have 
already unfolded this subjedl, as far as can 
be done by the influence of ancient autho- 
rities, modern usages, ingenious argu- 
ments and splendid eloquence. But little, 
therefore, remains to be said ; indeed, no- 

thing except to shew what are the opini- 
ons of the wiiter. It is likely that these 
opinions will be unpopular, even with 
those who have been well pleased with his 
sentiments upon other subjedls—- but let 
this be as it may, he has no hesitation to 
promulgate them, and as little to disclose 
his reasons. 

I his subjedl affords nothing to amuse 
the writer, and not much to entertain the 
reader ; but it is a subjedl which deserves 
the deepest consideration,and concerning 
which every politician ought to store his 
mind with all the lights which can be af- 
forded. Whether the writer of this will 
be able to add a fceb'e ray to the general1 
mass of information, which lias been pub- I 
lished, will depend upon what follows. 

'1 hat species of commerce which has; 
been lately carried on, in Amoicun bot- 
toms, and often by the aids of B itish sea 
men, directly to and from a port hostile 1 
to Great Britain, has certainly afforded 
important aids to the enemy of Britain. 
And although the trade may not embrace'! 
a single article, deemed contraband, ygt1 
it gave the contending nation, relief and j 
•succor, in some of the important concerns 
of government, or national prosperity. It 
does not therefore require the aids of rhe- 
toric or logic, when a beneficial conse- ! 
quence has been procured by these means, I 
tcTdemolish ate, that such «a trade ceases 
'O be neutral, and may be essentially and 
substantially consideied, contraband. 

And when the produce of the colony is 
in the first instance brought to America, 
and entered in the regular forms of law, 
and is again re sloped in the same, or o- 

ther American bottoms it does not by this 
finesse, lose any of the qualities of contra 
band trade, which would have attached to 
it, if the fiction or evasion had not been ! 
practised. bucli commerce is not entitled 
to any of the privileges of neutiality and 
deserves to be treated exatlly as if the 
vessel and tbeir cargoes had sailed, di- 
rtily from one port, and were cleared for | another belonging to the same power. 

Allho’ politicians have puzzled them- 
selves, and disturbed the public with con-' 
tradi£lory theories and opinions concei n- 

ing this subjetl, because they have not- 
found salisfa£\ory rules in those books, 
which are supposed to contain the law of 
nations ; Yet it seems easy to have de- 
termined the question without the aid or 

authority of Grotius, PufFendorf, Vuttd, 
Martens, See. It wa9 only necessary to 
nave opened the volume ot common sense, 
Co have applied direfclly to our feelings and 
perceptions to have found a salisfaclory 
rule, by which this troublesome question 
might have been settled for ever. 

A very simple proposition ik now about 
Co be stated, which will illustrate the rule, 
by which thp opinion of the writer has 
been formed. Let us suppose tlia', 

A and B are engaged in u quarrel—the 
former is likely to gain an advantage, i 
which will insure him success. C, who 
is a bye-stander, and pretends to be a 
friend to both, all cf a sudden interferes 
in such a way, as to give the viel<>rv to the 
latter. By such condutil C would forfeit 
all pretensions to the future confidence of 
A—he would not any longer be consider- 
ed as an independent hye-atander, or as 
an honorable neutral-, he would by.the 
voluntary ad of interference, become at- 
tached to the fortunes of the parly which 
he had aided, and might reasonably ex. 

ped, when occasion would allow it, an ael 
of retaliation. 

Buch is the short case between France, 
England and America. The two former 
are at war—the third was not concerned 
in the quarrel—each nation had consent* 
ed that America might enjoy an advauta* 
genus neutrality—and although this neu- 

trality afforded very piomising prospctls; for internal prosperity and external com- 
merce, yet the enterprise and cupidi'y 
« f our merchants have induced them to 
disturb the general tranquility, which 
might have existed, to endanger the 
peace of their country, and to foifcil 
that exalted reputation which a fair and 
even course would have insured, 

1 be trade vvh.ch has been the greatest 
source pf thfiiculiy is that which the A- 

; ny 

mericans, or others in the garb of Ameri- 
cans, have carried on to S'. Bom':-.go — 

France has candidly and justly complain- 
ed, because the inhabitants of that island 
are declared bv that governm tit to be in 
rebellion. Gieat B-cain complains, be* 
cause Ihe American bottoms, by the con- 
trivances just mentioned, convev »h*- pro- 
duce oQhat island to the ports of France. 
If tha^hdependence of St. Domingo was 

acknowledged, neither of these nations 
would have any right to complain. But 
it is well known that prance claims St. D >- 

mir,go,fc that the meritorious Ferrand, *he 
governor general for Ft4. ce, has issued 
proclamations, inhibiting any trade or sup- 
port from any nation whatever, to the re- 
volters. 

Although the notorious situation of the 
island might have ii duetd the Br’lish go- 
vernment to have relaxed, in the general 
construction which they give to «mrh com- 

merce, yet they have pursued a different 
policy—and the Americans cannon sav 
that the privileges of neutrals entitle them 
to trade freely, while the trade is not to- 
lerated by the British cabinet. 

In the last essay, a good deal was said 
in relation to the policy of this trade—and 
now we find that it threatens to involve 
us in disputes upon contradictory princi- 
ples, with two of the most powerful nati- 
ons cf the earth ; and altho’ the grounds 
of their complaints are dissitnij tr, thev ar 
so well defended that the Americ ms can 
not pretend to insist upon a further pro 
sedition, unless the belligerent nations 
should consent. 

tm. ---- _..* 
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frequently brought before the public— 
and has been the occasion of much so] ci- 
ludt and ini’attcn. The minister of the 
French empire hai nn.de an open official 
complaint i.» the American government. 
This has been submitted to congress ; aijd 
an a£t prohibiting further trail?, has 
passed. Not so has been the conduct ol 
Cheat Britain— I hut government was too 
proud and haughty to prefer a complaint 
They have resoited to force—their ships 
of war h ive been their negociators. They 
have captured American ships, while the 
owners were deluded in the opinion that 
they had given to the commodities, the 
quality of neutrality, by the fidlions which 
have been already noticed. 

By this means the British government 
have exercised mar y a6ts of oppression, 
and irritation against lair traders—and 
they have lost a g-orious opportunity of 
acquiring the confidence and affe£lions of 
the Americans, by acting with reasonable 
forbearance and candor, by an open and 
manly declaration, that they should consider 
such a trade as an indirect co-operation in 
the war against that nation. They have 
lost this opportunity, & will now, peihaps, 
under the influence ol stronger measures, 
perform what might have appeared lo be 
the efleft of honor and generosity. Once 
mure they have r< used the slumbering 
discontents of the Ameiicam—-and our 

imaginations carry us back through all 
the scenes of ijie revolulioi.aiy contest. In 
(he deaih of Fierce, we are reminded ol 
the conflagrations of Charleston, (Mass.) Naw London, Nnifoiik, Manchester, 
Richmond, ficc.—-und ’.here are some per- 
sons, who well remember, the liquid tor- 
rent of fire which rolled through a part 
cf that city where this essay is publish- 
ed.* 

Jf the cabinet of London had thought 
proper to make this question a subjefcl of 
negccia'.ion, at.d had it.strufcled their a- 
gents to have said that they should consi- 
der a continuation to justify the capture 
and condemnation of orr vessels, the A- 
niericans might huve then considered the 
merits, before they were clouded and ob- 
scured by the angry passion*—but the ca- 
binet of London have abandoned this fa- 
vorable position, in gratification of an in- 
tolerable and indufci g.blc pride. Thus it 
is, they have given new issues to old 
wounds, ar;d thtse they have irritated by 
afcts of public insuit, and private injury. But it is now very l.kely that the battle of 
Austciii'z, ar,d the ticaty of Presburg, 
liavo taught them that it was more wi .c 
to conciliate than to continue in a course 
°t aSS* cssion, but li'tle shot l of open war. 

I he trade to St. Domingo presents to 
the mind the strongest contradiction*/.— 
Fiance, to whom the island belongs, de- 
nies to the United States, a right of com- 
merce with the inhabitants, because they 
ai'e in rebellion, and have assumed and 
claimed the inland for themselves, (ireat 
Britain, as an enemy to France, seizes and 
confiscates the produce of St. Domingo, 
when taken in American bottoms, because- 
it is the produce of an enemy. America 
has not acknowledged the independence 

* fn "tfi«yrarlTBi,whetn Arnold came to 
Richmond with his hand of depredators, he 
Lund in the possession of % mercantile house at 
this plac", about 100 hogr,heads of rum It was 
known that the membcis of that house were 
warm friends to the revolution. War was there- 
fore declared against the rum. The hog*h?ads 
wetc kno I ed to pieces, and fire was ap|>lied to 
the rum. It took its course down a valley to the 
river, and a.T >rded to the plunderers the most 

I swage delight. 

jof St. Domingo, and her merchants have 
carried on a trade which gives offence to 
raclt of the contending powers. France 

'has stated her objections and complaints. 
! The American government have passed 
|an ac\ which fm bids the trade—and one 
!set of politicians say that it proceeds 
from pusillanimity, because the minister 

'of France had complained. At the same 
time another set are a» much clissali ficd 
with il,e administration, because they have 
not attacked the Hiitish fleet with a few 
gun boats—because the rulers of that 

; countiy say that they will not permit the 
existence of such a trade. 

lienee, we see, that there are two de- 
scriptions of persons who wish to go to 
war, upon opposite prirciple*. or rather 
caprices, without knowing what would lie 
the general sense of th*e people. Though 
the writer of this does not pretend t.. 
know what would be the consequences, if 
the president, in obedience to the wishes 
of both, had brought the country into h 

war w ith France and Spain, and into ano- 
ther war with England, yet he believes 
that a little reflexion will teach the peo- 
ple, that the president hasatted with wis- 
dom in bo b casts. Such wars and for 
such causes, would be nothing more or 
less than a declaiavion, enforced by arms, 
that Si. Domingo was a free, sovereign 
a-ri independent power, and deserved, not 
only ,he confidence and kindness of the 
Americans, but also, a voluntary co-ope- 
ration in the peril*, expense* and solici- 
tudes of war. 

Th... ... ... --‘a_•_ 
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are desirous to produce such a stale of 
things—bui there can be no doubt that the 
greater part of those who have scolded, 
censu'etl aim culiiinniattd the odministra- 
tion, have not seriously reflected upon the 
merits ot the case or -lie consequences of their own wishes. These opinions are 
given without imputing particular blame 
t those who think otherwise. They are 
published with intentions that the subject* to which they relate, may be reconsidered 
by those who have suffered their feelings 
of indignation, or regard for national honor 
to hitri y i hem into the paths of error. Yes, 
into »n error, wbiqh will not fai! to plunge ••heir country into calamities. F t* end and 
consequences of which cannot be fore- 
seen. 

Indeed! And are these the purposes 
and issues for which the Americans, ora- 
ny part of the American people, desire to 
go to war with the most powerful na'iofis 
of the earth ? With Great Britain, Whose 
fleets triumph over the ocean, and with 
France, who in fwo 0r three months, could 
array a million of men ? If the question & 
consequences be seriously considered, the 
advocates for a rup'ure or war, will find 
themselves on the brink of a precipice. It will not be denied that the United 
States, if they think fit, may acknowledge the independence of St. Doming anil 
may endeavor to support their rn d i6\ by 
the suwd. But it is not pretended that 
this ought to be done—and yet in the face 
ot all the "Olid, things have* been done 

• anti a.e yet insisted upon, by some Arne- 
Jricans, which cnuld only be justified, if 
St. 1> m ngo was a sovereign iudepeud 
ent nation. 

Thus do we behold, ‘hat things are ad- 
vocated and defended, under the insidious 
and deceptions pretences of neutral and 
commeicinl rights, which amount to 
an indirect waifare, atrainst the contend. 

;ing nations, are injurious to each, dis- 
graceful to our country, and ben-.ficial to 
none except those who have bartered a- 

iway their birth rights—the pride of nati 
onal character, and the honest reputation 
of a just and jioliiic neutrality ; who at the 
•ante lime when they have filled their pri- 
vate coffers, have sharpened the swords 
of assassination. 

It is time to dismiss this subjeCt. Hap- 
py. indeed, would it be for the United 
States, if it could be buried in oblivion, so 
that the new course, which wc arr now 
by law commanded to pirsue, should not 
be alloyed by painful and disgraceful re- 
trospections. 

This cursory view will bring before the 
reader the importance and the difficulty 
of the executive duties: with so many 
contradictory opinions and interests, it 
were in vain to cxpeCt that general satis- 
faction would or could bs given : it be- 
hoves us therefore first to ascertain what 
are the true interests of the country ; and 
•hen to inquire how neariy the conduct of the administration appro- hex those in-' 
terests—Independence, peace, domestic 
quiet, national pro*peijl>, personal sects-I 
nty, honest neutrality and the free enjoy- ment of the benefits of our m-dustry enter*' 
prise, talents and fortune. These are the 
great public objects. 

Hate the present rulers impaired or 
violated any of these important objects ? 
if thry have not, but on the other band 
have afforded to each all the countenance 
which ao equiponderant regaid and duty 
to the others would permit, then no cen- 
sure .s due. Before an imputation is 
tolerated, let every r«4er brip* the sub- 

je£\ of accusation to hear upon all the 
great objects of public and governmental 
care. Then perhaps it will be round that 
conflicting duties and interests, will afford 

j the most conclusive answers. 

! Again and again,the writer ofthis,con- 
1 aiders himself bound by his social duty 
j to declare in the -ntost unetj livocal term*, 
that the conduct of the executive, in lute 
events, appt'Rrs’to have been, not only un- 

deserving reproach, but highly meritori. 
ous; at'.d that it is fully entitled to the 
confidence and support of those, to whom 
these essays have been addressed, and for 
whose information and benefit they huvp 
been written, to tho^e who think other- 

; wise it is sufficient to say, thk pkkss is 

j »KK _AN AMERIt; VN. 

CONG RES S. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday, April 7. 

SPANISH AFFAIRS. 

Debate on the motion of Mr. J, liandolfih 
tojiublish ilia President's Message. 

[continued.] 
Mr. KELLY* I did not expeft to of 

fer any arguments either in favor of gi 
in opposition to the dec sion lately made, 
trom which theie ha, been an appeal ; but 

j as that appeal has been made, I lise n 
f«r die purpose of going into any \vid 

I argument or of accusing any set of men. 

|:ui jure JU*UI} lug 
and tile vole which I snail now give a > 

I well as that which I have given. Ii has 
I heen said on this door wuh open doors 
} that the reason of giving money was t<> 

j prevent the necessity of raising a standing 
army; Sc that it was better to strengthen 

i Uie aim of the executive with money ;ium 
i L>y a standing force. From tins it might | 
j ke inferred that the reasoning on the- part; of the minority went to luis.ng a stand-1 
> ing army. As 1 voted with the minori-' 
ty on tliis occasion, I will briefly state 
some of the reasons which influenced my 
vote. It is rot in cider to say any thing relative to the confidential message, Ihk 
it is perfectly in cider to 'speak, of th- 
message delivered at the opening of-tbc 
session ; and I believe it is perfectly fail 
to say, that there was no occurrence be- 
tween the 3d of IXc. when the public 
message was delivered, and the 6th wi on 
the confidential iijt*tiuge was received to 

change the circumstances in wh'cli we 
were previously placed. I Uhull vote in 
favor ot the publication < t tins message as 
being the ground work of the proceed- 

> ings we have adopted in sectet. I wish 
fit published tint the public m. y judge whether those proceedings were cjiwj- 
nant to this message or not. I should 
wish the public to see whether the part taken by the minority, or the measures 
ol the majority are the most conaonadt 
wi h it, fo enable the public accurately 
to judge, I think it essential that it should 
lie paid shed ; as the cxecu.ive branch of 
ihe g vernmeiu is presumed to be the 
best acquainted with our foreign relati I 
mis. 1 he message of the President at j the opening of iiic session specially men. I 
tioned and designated Spain, It infoim*! 
ed us that, “ Inroads have been recen ly in:u!c ir.tr, ll... I...:. I 

v/1 iwaua anil 

the Mississippi, our citizens have been 
seized and their propet ty plundered in 
tlie very parts of the former which had 
been actually deliveied up b, Spain, and 
this by the regular officers and soldiers of 
that government." The message also 
advised us that something w.ts pessary to 
be done. It said that some ofihuse ag* 
gressions might perhaps admit of a pea- 

I ciable remedy, but ilia.t others could be 
met by force a!or*/.-. That message, it 
will be allowed Ob all hands, called loud- j ly lor some efficient measures on the part 
°/ !htf. K'Aernment—for taking Spain, \r not a hostile, at least a defensive 
postuy<; ; and I will undertake to say that j nothing which lias occurred in secret ten* 
<k.d to inculcate the propriety of a dill’ r. i 

rent course j nor could thcie be any ihiii{.r, | for the one message so quickly followed 
the other, as not to allow lime for any in»i 
tervemng'circumstances. What follow* 
ed ? A report of a comrai’tee stating tie 
aggressions of this power to be of a mo^t ( 
atrocious nature; not recommending a 
war to check the rising growth and pr- s-j perityr t the country, but recommending! that a certain nu * *er of troops should ' 
he raised at ihe discretion of the Fiesi* 
dent of the United S n:es, to repel* the 
insults that might be offered, and tochas 
Use those who offered them. This men* 
sure appeared to be proper in itfelf, and 
it appeared likewise to he recommended 
by the tenor of the message. It appear cd to be tin; more nec-ssary, as we had 1 
information of the col/efling of a consi. ( derable force in ihe panniers of Spain 1 
and at Pensacola. For these reasons ii j 
appeared to me desirable that such a i 
force si .mid be raised as the President 
might (item necessary. This was not 
ciemms astandmg arm/—The number ol 

troops to be raised was to be left entire^ 
to his direction. The resolution propose 
ed is as follows : 

Ixcao/verf, That such number of troopg 
not exceeding as the 
President of ihe U. S. shall deem si.flici- 

! tun io prelect the southern frontiers of 
i the U. S. I iom Spanish inroad and insult, 
and to chastise the same, be immediately 

j raised. 
j It has been ailedged that the milititi 
! would have bt.;n competent to defend tins 
[frontier. But this could not prevail on 

I me to abandon the measure, as I could 
! |»ot think it proper that, the* rnilitiu, even 
I if competent, should be forced out into 
j SO Unhealthy a srrvice. 'Hie resolution 
i embraced no other idea but that ihe stand- 

■ £ force in that quarter should be 
strengthened; 1 c6nsu!ered.this safe and 
proper, to make provision I.reuses v. hicli 
might arise. 1 cuuitl not btdeve tliar ii • 

[ niiluiu would be competent n d*. fend the 
conn*ry. they me too remoc!} i.ituat* 
ed, and ih Country too sickly ; and .the 
only just cultuiuli. n was that Urey Mould 
lute foetid ihtir glares there. It wag 
noi contend*.d that a luige anny was n^.- 
ecstary : bu. li<al ii wouln be r* quisite, id 
Case me Spanish troops should be supe- 
rior io (;U Si io raise a ic»v ivcrui's* 

1 hese au- he icusoiis that induced me 
u» vole for the resolution. I hed others- 
\Yc were informed of ihe n^ci-ss.ly of 
havii.g addiliuiiul land batteries, of piit.n^ 
,,,,r P‘» » and harbors in a sia.t r.f'dt fence, 
“l*d '•! builcJ.il.- an add 11 ion ill nunmer oP 

uuais. ji uicse mcasuits vvi.ro < ;«r- 
led into cflofct. I tliuu^iii, us mriiti.t w omd 

•<ot be c inpet cm to ih:se o'ltccl s. it 
wc uld be icquisile lo have an uiul tiorf 
made lu our troops. Under all dies, cir- 
cumstance* 1 was in favui ol t-mpow ci ing ilie President lo raise a am d number of 
troops. Lilt while 1 was in luvor i.f ihi£ 
measure, 1 was as strongly opposed a* 
uny man on Hus floor, lo any tiring like x 
lsige standing a: my. I will never con- 
sent lo such a measure without an utgent 
necessity (nr it. 

I was opposed to the measure adopted 
by the ii mse on many grounds. I. ap- 
peared by the report of the secictary of 
the treasury that there was not m ii,e 
treasury more than a surplus miHicn of 
dollars. 1 considered it im proper, when 
we weie thicaieiltd from every q ar r» 
to lay u mag e hand on the two in 

appiopriated, to anticipate the rect p s of 
revenue liy a million o: dollars, and :.'.u* 
drain the treasury when money rmgnt 
soon be wanted for the mot utgent pur*, 
poses. 

I was opposed to it on other ground. 
It did^it appear for wnat purpose it \ijg 
iO e applied. 1. is true, i I'caul onv 
gentleman a.y it was m c.i<rc*t.\ n. cr.cts 
wnh the secret wishes oi the Pies. V t, 
but I could pay no regard if■■ hut < c!a- 
ration. We had befor • us n «■ uiiho 
cation, either public o private wh cli c! 
'-luted that i. >»u% ei iivi v.I.n .S .-.mi tlp 
1’ranee tliat the urgi cia.i ii was to h cur- 
ried on. Nji i,.d wo uny re. sm. 1 t-n‘« 
tertmning the idea liiutphc i.vo milu •, 
whether they are go>e or not. w.-i. d 
make one (ur.hr ^ d.ffeic».cc. 1 was *~e- 
cessary for me, Voting mi in's <» Cr :o ■, 
to see 'be necessity and propria.; : ! ;.0 
mea m e. We hull been told in the mes- 
sage of the P. esidr ut that the nei»ic'.aii n 

with Spain had come to an itsne, am* -hac 
that issue was not favorably. But w had 
received an intimQtii.nth.it Spain wa», de- 
posed to adjust her d.{Terences with us 
respecting bnu tdaries. We had. on th» 
contrary, diflT rent information. Neither 
had we any intimation that the content* 
placed ntgociatir.n would he agreeable to 
Spain, or in the President of the Un.ted 
Stales Was it then proper for tho 
House or myseli to vnte lor appropriate 
ing two millions of dollars for ti--. I,orti 
ki'O'.vs r!i»t, whfen It &e*.:<i‘er appeared 
noin ar.y communication fiom the Presi- 
deru, or from ai^v *i'^er rTilc-V. source, to 
be desii If we had had aUch \Va. limation fiom the President, wh.it secu- 

^ 

jiiy was there that the negociation would have been made-and I ant inclined i0 
btheve that 1 should hare been opposed to its having been entered upon. VVhat 
gave rise to the fi st purchase l The right 
ot deposit stipulated by treaty to us had been refused. h is welt known that a considerable number of vessel* cam* down the Mississippi, which fiom iheir 
peculiar constru&ion could not reach die 
ocean—and thence resulted ; #e necessity of a place of deposit. The refusal« ft hat 
right fi st gave rise to the idea of* pitr. chase. We got possession f New Or. 
Iratm and of the iver, and found ur»elv, « 
also possessed of a strip of lai d on 
oluer side ol it, i.fter hivi ig thong.,t we 
h-ul purchis.d West Florida—.no when 
1 hod instead of this, n It >ve been swind* 
ie<l out of our money, 1 am unwilling to 
ncgOcjatc again, and give away tlie pub* lie treasure. liven m! er this shah mv| 
been done, it wjl hr extremely easy for 
France or some other government to 
raise a difficulty, and claim an additional 
sum for its adjustment. Was it not bo* 


